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Iraklion Airport “Nikolaos Kazantzakis”
Environmental Impact Assessment Study for the Iraklion International Airport
“NIKOLAOS KAZANTZAKIS”
Iraklion, Crete, Greece
Ministry of Transport and Communications, Hellenic Civil Aviation Authority

DESCRIPTION

Preparation of a complete Environmental Impact Assessment Study, an Environmental Management
System and a Public Consultation Plan, for the existing airport at the city of Iraklion, at Crete.
The airport is located at the east side of Iraklion, in contact with the urban fabric. It is the busiest among
Greek airports when it comes to charter flights and the second busiest concerning international ones. It
facilitates 5.5 million passengers and 46,000 flights per year, based on data collected in 2007, with a max
peak hour load of 3596 passengers and a typical peak day load of 33.660 passengers. The runway is
2,740 m long and can serve almost all types of aircrafts.
The operational profile of the airport exhibits a seasonality peak during the summer. In order to predict the
airport’s near future needs (2020), a detailed traffic analysis and forecasting study, as well as an aircraft
mix prediction has been elaborated, based on advanced autoregressive moving average (ARMA) models.
The forecast yielded a number of 8.23 million passengers and 63,040 flights for year 2020, with a max
peak hour rising to 5,765 passengers and a typical peak day of 51,058 passengers.
In the context and the basis of these forecasts different scenario of developments of the airport’s infrastructures were examined, in order to cover the requested service level of the forecasted traffic data.
The EIA Study examined the construction of the new infrastructure necessary (new passenger terminal,
traffic control tower, VIP/CIP areas, aircraft parking aprons, repair workshops) and the global operation of
the airport, focusing in depth on the following:
• air traffic noise pollution, considering the exposed population and noise areas, for day and night peak
and non-peak periods
• air pollution
• storm water drainage and wastewater disposal systems
• solid waste management
• water and energy consumption
• traffic load and safety impact on existing infrastructure (roads and parking areas)
• impact on the urban and land use planning
• impact and importance (social and economic) of the airport
The proposed measures have been considered on the basis of a balanced holistic approach, based on best
practices and relevant international experience, as well as the specific characteristics of the airport and the
area.
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